BASKET, ADIRONDACK PACK, MINIATURE, SOUVENIR

OVERVIEW OF THE OBJECTS

Repository: Crandall Public Library.
Folklife Center
Glens Falls, NY.
Creator: Jack Leadley
Title: Basket, Adirondack Pack, Miniature, Souvenir
Dates: 1986 - 1996
Quantity: 1 basket
Identification: Folk Art & Artifacts

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Jack has been making pack baskets for over 30 years; a craft which developed when
he saw the need to make better quality ones for his frequent use. Jack's handcrafted
items were made in Speculator, Hamilton County, NY where he is known for
maintaining aspects of traditional Adirondack culture. His construction of a bark shanty
in the woods around his home to mark the founding of the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Adirondack Park is likely the only one of its kind around.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE OBJECTS

Cut from the Black Ash tree in the spring, pack baskets are made from the splints
pulled off of a log which are then smoothed, cut and woven into the basket. Although
the pack baskets existed prior to the 1840s and were used by native peoples
(especially the Abenaki), the basket reached its height in the 1850s when it was sold by
guides for use in sport to those exploring the Adirondacks.



