
The Folklife Center Annual Report 2023
Crandall Public Library, Glens Falls, NY 12801
Celebrating 30 years of Heritage, Community & Creativity

Staff 
Todd DeGarmo, Founding Director
Kevin Rogan, Media Specialist/Librarian II  
Tisha Dolton, Historian/Librarian
Amanda Franzoni, Manager of Research & Special Collections

Volunteers & Interns
1. Lil LaFrance, volunteer, weekly transcriptions, database entries, etc.
2. Lisa Dougherty, genealogist, monthly Family History One-to-One.
3. Katherine Lieberth, internship from University of Notre Dame (IN) freshman pursuing a BA in 

American Studies and Economics, Salutatorian, Glens Falls class 2023; Champlain Canal Stories 
project.

Grants & Income 
1. New York State Council on the Arts - Folk Arts - award of $45,000 grant for the fifth of a 5-year 

multiyear grant for the folk arts activities of the Folklife Center as a Regional & County Folk Arts 
Program serving Warren, Saratoga, Washington, and Hamilton Counties.

2. Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership - award of $29,550 grant to help fund an original 
video documentary series to tell the stories of the Champlain Canal in its 200 year.

3. Capital District Library Council - $2,500 for Champlain Canal Stories images to NYHeritage.org.

4. Capital District Library Council - $5,000 for Bloomer glass plate negatives to NYHeritage.org.

5. Joyce D. Yaffee/FMTC IRA Custodian - $1,500 towards a new Ukulele program. 

Archives & Research 
1. Reading Room 50 hours/week (Jan-Aug): M 9-12, 1-7; T 9-12, 1-9; W 9-12, 1-7; ThFSa 9-12, 1-5
2. Reading Room 54 hours/week (Sept-Dec): MTW 9-12, 1-9 pm; ThFSa 9-12, 1-5 pm  
3. Reading Room Use (2,238 patrons):  

1. January - 135 patrons & 164 items
2. February - 221 patrons & 233 items
3. March - 227 patrons & 359 items
4. April - 221 patrons & 266 items
5. May - 154 patrons & 114 items
6. June - 139 patrons & 225 items
7. July - 135 patrons & 308 items
8. August - 170 patrons & 343 items
9. September - 105 patrons & 217 items
10. October - 181 patrons & 181 items.
11. November - 165 patrons & 250 items.
12. December - 385 patrons & 181 items.



4. New Collections
1. Publications 157 titles added; also additions to vertical files and serials.
2. Manuscript Collections

1. Daughters of the American Revolution-Jane McCrae Chapter archives additions
2. Zonta Club archives additions
3. Glens Falls Community Theater archives additions
4. World Awareness Children’s Museum
5. Children’s Committee of Warren County
6. Greater Glens Falls Labor Union Council archives
7. Molly and Bob Oakley papers and artist pieces.
8. Joseph Cutshall-King Papers
9. Reynold Winch Clark family collection
10. Richard Carella & William Bronk art & poetry collections

3. Folk Arts, Art and Objects
1. 1800s Mule Barge (drawing) by Thomas Mowatt
2. Coal Silo on Sandy Hill (pastel) by Joann Quinlivan
3. Winter Lock (photograph) by Jude Dolton
4. Lock 7 Champlain Canal (painting) by Sandie Keyser
5. Log Boom Chain (felted wool) by Joy Muller-McCoola
6. Bird carving of Richard Ellinger
7. Miniature pottery by Carol Nygren Curran
8. Shadow box diaramas (4) by Mary Lou Liptak Masten
9. Crochet bag by Heather Dolton
10. Rooster embroidery by Justyna Rieckel
11. French and Indian War miniatures

5. Collection Processing
1. Create process with Reference Department for microfilming local newspapers.
2. Additions to our section at the website NYHeritage.org   

1. Bloomer Glass Plate Negative 435 images 
2. Champlain Canal Stories 232 images

Folklife Gallery & Exhibitions

Main Gallery 
1. Champlain Canal Stories - an original exhibition featuring maps, drawings, photographic images, 

objects pertaining to the Champlain Canal (supporting collaborative video documentary project, 
partnering with organizations to tell grassroots stories of people, places and activities along its length), 
Folklife Gallery, January to December 31, 2023. 

Hallway Gallery
2. Shutter Squad Photography Shows - (4) showcasing the work of students ages 10-12 who took the 

workshop series taught by Emma and Kevin Rogan (see Programs):
1. Fall show - November 14 (2022) to March 6
2. Winter show - March 6 to June 20; reception Mar 30
3. Spring show - June 14 to October 17; reception June 29
4. Summer show - November 9 to February 26 (2024); reception Nov 9

http://NYHeritage.org


Around the Library
3. Through Inland Waters: Champlain Canal at 200 - juried art show, Friends Gallery, April 3 -28, 2023. 

Organized by Patricia Dolton; juried by Jon Segan, Kevin Rogan, Todd DeGarmo; and hung by Kevin 
Rogan and Todd DeGarmo, this exhibition of 50 pieces by 35 artists featured a variety of medium (oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, pencil, pen and ink, India ink on acrylic, photography, embroidery/indigo dye, 
redwork embroidery, wet felted wool), all inspired by the Champlain Canal. 55 attended gallery 
reception. Five pieces acquired for our permanent collection.

4. Two-Sided Quilts of Connie Harris Farrington - a pop-up exhibition of 18 whimsical quilts created over 
30 years focusing on women of all classes and time periods - their hopes, their accomplishments, and 
their complaints, in the Community Room, November 16-18 (Th 9 to 9, FSa 9 to 5) with scheduled 
talks each day and a reception 11/16, 5-8 pm.

5. Rockwell’s Models - an original display loaned by the Asa Finch Historical Association featuring local 
people (of Salem, Shushan, Cambridge) that artist Norman Rockwell used as models to illustrate 
Saturday Evening Post magazine covers, on view on the 2nd floor between the Teen Center and the 
Holden Room, November 2023 through March 2024.

6. Folk Arts All Around Us - an evolving exhibition of displays cases found throughout the Library to 
showcase our extensive Folk Art Collection.

7. On View - an evolving exhibition found throughout the Library to showcase the artwork, photographs, 
maps and other materials found in the Folklife Center’s permanent Special Collections.

8. Saga City Japan - a display sampling the special collection containing 35 years of gifts from our Sister 
City in a new, lighted exhibition case in the Hoopes (magazine) Room on the Library’s first floor.

Programs

Performance
1. Folklife Center’s 30th Anniversary Festival - June 25, 10 am to 5 pm, Glens Falls City Park

1. Partnered with New York Folklore (Schenectady) and Traditional Arts in Upstate New York 
(Canton) with funding from Crandall Public Library, Friends of Crandall Public Library, and New 
York State Council on the Arts.

2. Participating organizations:  Adirondack Folk School, Amorak Youth, Chapman Museum, NYS 
Designer Blacksmiths/Adirondack Forge, North Country East Action Committee, Schoharie River 
Center, Warren County Historical Society, World Awareness Children’s Museum.
1. Folk Art Demonstrations featuring 30+ artists - black ash basketry/Carrie Hill; black ash 

basketry/Bliss White McIntosh; birch bark & pine needle basketry, porcupine quilling/Thomas 
A. Mowatt; barn quilts/Ruth McWilliams; blacksmithing/Kirke Perry, Dan Normington, Mike 
Gracey; bluegrass jam and ukulele club/Alan Epstein, Alexander Grande; chainsaw carving/
Peter Winter; chair caning/Christine Ferris-Huybbard; drumming/Amorak Youth; fiber arts/
Mathilde Lind;  fishing flies/Paul Sinicki; hammer dulcimer/Dan Duggan; henna art/Anbuysha 
Sekhar; iconography/Altin Stoja;  Irish stick fighting/Whiskeystick Faction- John Borter, Trish 
Chiovari, Christopher Shaw; natural garden sculpture/Randy Squires, painted floor cloths/
Janet Flinchbaugh; paper art large scale engineering/Paula Beardell Krieg; photo booth/
Clifford Oliver; primitive peg loom weaving/Joanne Peters Steele; rough edge bowl turning/
John Kingsley; rustic furniture/Barry Gregson; sculpture of found objects/Jack Metzger; 
stringed instrument making/Martin Macica; stone work/Dan Chambers; timber framing/Sam 
Bruckman; tintype photography/Craig Murphy; Torah scribing/Linda Motzkin, wood-carved 
birds/CJ Lyttle.



3. Foodways Demonstrations:  Homestead cheeses/Joanne Peters Steele; Congolese samusa/
Huguette Tshiamua.

4. Music at the Bandstand:  Dan Berggren, Dan Duggan, Josh Clevenstine; Quickstep, The 
McKrells, The Desi Trio, Alex Torres Latin Orchestra, Country Music Reunion honoring Smokey 
Greene with Al & Kathy Bain, The Greene Brothers, Marty Wendell.

5. Received a NYS Senate Proclamation from NYS Senator Daniel G. Stec, 45th Senate District and 
NYS Legislative Resolution from Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner/Assembly District 113 and Matt 
Simpson/Assembly District 114.

6. Provided a 20-page program booklet to the public, and a commemorative T-Shirt to artists, 
musicians, volunteers, and staff.

7. Publicity included daily Facebook posts introducing the Festival’s folk artists and musicians, 100 
yard signs distributed in a 30 mile radius, email blast, press releases, feature articles and virtual 
interviews (Look Media, Glens Falls Today).

8. Label Pins featuring FC’s new logo and Henry’s Star barn quilt.
9. Estimated attendance: 1200-1500 patrons.

2. Live! Folklife Concerts - free to the public with 3-camera video shoot/edited for YouTube:
1. Fellow Pynins

1. Crandall Public Library, Thursday, February 16, 7-8:30 pm, 70 attendees
2. Historic Salem Courthouse, Friday, February 17, 7-8:30 pm, 75 attendees

2. Tim O’Shea & Friends
1. Crandall Public Library, Thursday, March 23, 7-8:30 pm, 150 attendees
2. Historic Salem Courthouse, March 24, 7-8:30 pm, 90 attendees

3. Faux Paws
1. Crandall Public Library, Thursday, April 13, 7-8:30 pm, 150 attendees
2. Historic Salem Courthouse, April 14, 7-8:30 pm, 57 attendees

4. Cantrip
1. Crandall Public Library, Thursday, September 7, 7-8:30 pm, 150 attendees
2. Historic Salem Courthouse, Friday, September 8, 7-8:30 pm, 85 attendees

5. Heron Valley
1. Crandall Public Libary, Thursday, September 21, 7-8:30 pm, 110 attendees
2. Historic Salem Courthouse, Friday, September 22, 7-8:30 pm, 84 attendees

6. Maire Ni Chathasaigh & Chris Newman
1. Crandall Public Library, Thursday, October 19, 7-8:30 pm, 130 attendees
2. Historic Salem Courthouse, Friday, October 20, 7-8:30 pm, 118 attendees

7. Drank the Gold and Dan Berggren- Community Room, Dec 14, 7 pm, 150 attendees.

3. Bluegrass Music Jam - hosted by Alan Epstein with Frank Orsini, first Thursdays, October through 
March, 6:30-8:30 pm, all are welcome, pickers and listeners alike, 
1. January 5, 30 musicians, 85 listeners
2. February 2, 20 musicians, 40 listeners.
3. March 2, 15 musicians, 40 listeners.
4. October 5, 20 musicians, 30 listeners
5. November 2, 20 musicians, 40 listeners.
6. December 7, 28 musicians, 45 listeners. 

4. Colgate Resolutions - our 5th time hosting this a cappella group in a live concert on the first stop of 
their multi-state January tour, video recorded to be shared on YouTube, January 12, 120 attendees.

5. Remarkable, Irresistible Erie - live show with ensemble cast sharing stories and songs of the NYS 
canal system, produced by Andy Spence, retired Old Songs director, April 27, 100 attendees.



Workshops/Presentations
6. Shutter Squad - photography workshops series for 10 to 12 year olds, using professional equipment, 

taught by Emma Rogan (Children’s) & Kevin Rogan (Folklife), for 10 students, 6 sessions over 12 
weeks, culminating in a Folklife Gallery exhibition, reception, & presence on website.
1. Winter - Nov 29, Dec 13, 27 (2022), Jan 10, 24, Feb 7
2. Spring - Mar 14, 28, April 11, 25, May 8, 23
3. Summer - Aug 1, 15, 29, Sept 12. 26, Oct 3
4. Fall - Nov 7, 20, Dec 5, 19, Jan 2, 16 (2024)

7. Learn to Play the Ukulele - for adults taught by Alexander Grande with Alan Epstein, ukuleles 
provided, 5 sessions Fridays 3-4 pm (Sept 15, 29, Oct 6, 27, Nov 3), recital Dec 1, 22 participants.

8. Family History One-to-One - drop-in session with volunteer genealogist Lisa Dougherty, third 
Wednesday of the month, 10 am to noon, Folklife Center
1. January 18, 7 participants
2. February 15, 9 participants
3. March (feb 22) 3 participants
4. April 19, 6 participants
5. May 17, 6 participants.
6. September 20, 2 participants.
7. October 18, 12 participants.
8. November 15, 6 participants.
9. December 20, 5 participants.

9. Equali-tea: Suffragist Tea Cozies in Redwork loan to Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY), 
Canton, NY for Women’s History Month (March 4 to April 1) with artist talk/reception on 3/10.

10. Cultures, Community, and the Classroom - workshop for teachers hosted by Local Learning and the 
Great Capital Region Teachers Center, presenters included Folklife Center and Vermont Folklife 
Center, April 19, 3:30-6:30 pm, 6 participants.

11. New Audiences for Old Songs presentation/workshop on the traditional ballads and folk songs kept 
alive by the Clevelands of Hudson Falls and Brant Lake by Colleen Cleveland and Dave Ruch, 
Saturday, May 6, 3:30 to 5 pm, 28 participants.

12. Mayfly Film Festival - a mobile film festival showcasing stories of sustainability, stewardship, and the 
environment, presented by the Schoharie River Center, May 11, 6:30 pm, 46 participants.

13. Art 21 Screening Society film viewing and talk by manager of communications Hannah DeGarmo for 
“Everyday Icons,” the first episode of the 2023 season on PBS, June 1, 10 participants.

14. Anchors in the Fort William Henry Collection with marine archeologist Joseph Zarzynski, June 21, 29 
participants.

15. Women’s Equality Day - Dolton presented at event hosted by Bolton Historical Society, Bolton 
Landing, August 26, 40 attendees.

16. Old Songs for New Audiences:  Patricia Dolton recorded and uploaded 4 ballads from the Sara 
Cleveland collection 9/26 to the website, https://daveruch.com/new-audiences-for-old-songs/.

17. Take a Look at Hometown USA: Glens Falls in Glorious Kodachrome 1943-44:  Patricia Dolton 
presented an illustrated talk at the Conkling Center, 9/28, 17 attendees.

https://daveruch.com/new-audiences-for-old-songs/


18. First Wilderness Story Collaboration - Patricia Dolton co-hosted with Warren County Historical Society 
at Crandall Public Library, 9/28, 17 attendees + 5 via Zoom.

19. Washington County Local History Book Club - special session in the Folklife Reading Room on 
Champlain Canal, with tour of exhibition, Dec 8, noon-1 pm, 8 attendees.

20. Tours: 
1. Friends of CPL 6, 2/7; 
2. OliverWinch 6th grade 3 sessions/60, 2/13 & 3 sessions/67, 2/17
3. Lake George CSD 2nd grade, 38 students + 7 adults
4. Hudson Falls 3rd grade, 3 groups, 36 students
5. Academy for Life Long Learning, April 20, 10:30-noon, 10 participants
6. Saga City Japan delegation, April 21, 10:30-noon, 30 participants
7. North Warren 3rd graders (3 groups), 37 participants.

Media
21. North Country Public Radio - What does Adirondack Folk Art Say about Who We Are?, Todd 

DeGarmo radio interview and web feature Jan 20.

22. Adirondack Experience - Artists & Inspiration: Folk Art All Around Us by Todd DeGarmo (program 
series via zoom), January 23, 7 pm, 55 participants.

23. Look Media - DeGarmo interviewed  for upcoming concert series, Feb 7.

24. YouTube (www.youtube.com/thefolklifecenteratcrandallpubliclibrary)
1. 2023 Activity:  40,426 new views (averaging 3,369 views per month)
2. Overall totals:  1.08 K subscribers  • 395,584 views  •. 518 videos

25. Facebook - 2023 totals - 97 posts • reaching 438,367 • 18,975 engagements • 2,487 shares
1. January - 8 posts, reaching 55,707 with 1,852 engagements and 258 shares.
2. February - 5 posts, reaching 12,339 with 410 engagements and 108 shares.
3. March - 11 posts, reaching 27,684 with 736 engagements and 128 shares.
4. April - 9 posts, reaching 60,131 with 2,938 engagements and 224 shares.
5. May - 7 posts, reaching 27,577 with 2146 engagements and 209 shares.
6. June - 4 posts, reaching 23,429 with 851 engagements and 93 shares.
7. July - 20 posts, reaching 107,929 with 5,630 engagements and 750 shares.
8. August - 2 posts, reaching 2,371 with 262 engagements and 72 shares.
9. September - 4 posts, reaching 10,532 with 517 engagements and 130 shares.
10. October - 12 posts, reaching 25,103 with 941 engagements and 148 shares.
11. November - 8 posts, reaching 33,693 with 1,215 engagements and 133 shares.
12. December - 7 posts, reaching 51,872 with 1,477 engagements and 234 shares.

26. Blog (www.folklifecenter.com)

27. Look Media Resource is sharing our YouTube videos of past Live! Folklife Concerts - https://
lookmediaresource.org/trax/

28. Video kiosks offsite - 
1. Battenkill Inspired - at Greenwich Library; Gardenworks (Hebron); Historic Salem Courthouse; 

Battenkill Valley Sports (Cambridge)
2. Lake George On the Water - at Lake George Historical Assoc. & Bolton Landing Visitor’s Center.

http://www.youtube.com/thefolklifecenteratcrandallpubliclibrary
http://www.folklifecenter.com
https://lookmediaresource.org/trax/
https://lookmediaresource.org/trax/


29. New York Back Story phone apps - 2 (10-stop) tours drawing from our original video documentaries:
1. (Aug 2021) www.travelstorys.com/tours/lake-george-on-the-water-back-story.
2. (Oct 2021) https://travelstorys.com/tours/battenkill-inspired-back-story

Meetings & Workshops

1. Rogan, Dolton, Franzoni attended library’s PIC (Person in charge) training.

2. Franzoni attended DHPSNY cloud storage webinar, 1/10.
3. Franzoni attended Museum Association of New York Conference, Syracuse, 4/16-18.
4. Franzoni webinar, DHPSNY Describing Collections, 7/13.
5. Franzoni attended DHPSNY webinar, Advocating for Collections Care, 12/6.

6. Dolton, webinar by Jerry Mikorenda, America’s First Freedom Rider, Elizabeth Jennings, 3/
7. Dolton meeting of Friends of Susan B. Anthony childhood home NYS historical site, 4/27
8. Dolton webinar, Indigenous Art and Artifacts, 7/13.
9. Dolton lecture, The Schaefer Family and the Adirondacks, 7/18.
10. Dolton webinar NY Historic Newspapers website update and how to use it, 8/16.
11. Dolton webinar The Equal Rights Amendment: The Time is Now, 8/19.
12. Dolton attended conference, Home Sweet Home, the annual meeting of the Association of Public 

Historians of NYS, Ithaca, NY 9/18-9/19.
13. Dolton webinar CONTENTdm, 9/22.
14. Dolton attended webinar Continuing Revolutions by NYS Historian Devin Lander re: 250th 

anniversary commemorating suffrage and abolition movements, Nov 13.
15. Dolton attended webinar, For the Entertainment of Her Friends: Working Actresses, Society, and 

Performance in Boston 1790-1830, 12/6.

16. DeGarmo participated in the New York State Folk Arts Roundtable, Bear Mountain, NY, 5/17-19.
17. DeGarmo attended Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership’s Champlain Adirondack 

Biosphere orientation meeting for grantees at ECHO, Burlington, VT, 6/6.
18. DeGarmo hosted by Wiawaka staff for tour and dinner, 8/21.
19. DeGarmo attended the Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership’s International Summit, 

Vergennes, VT, 9/17-9/18.
20. DeGarmo invited to be the keynote speaker at the Hyde Museum’s 60th Anniversary Gala, 9/16.
21. DeGarmo reoccurring meetings: CPL Board, Board’s Sustainability & Long Term Planning 

Committees, Management Team, Programs Committee.

Professional Affiliations
New York Folklore Society - Todd DeGarmo is the Editor of Voices: The Journal of New York Folklore, 
the membership magazine published twice a year by the New York Folklore Society. FC memberships; 
Voices in Library’s serials collections.

DeGarmo is also a member of NYF’s Archives Advisory Committee for a collaborative statewide project to 
appraise folklore repositories, funded by National Historical Records and Publications Commission 2023.

Documentary Heritage & Preservation Services in New York - DeGarmo serves on the advisory 
committee to review and award grants for planning and assessment services (Jan 10,).

http://www.travelstorys.com/tours/lake-george-on-the-water-back-story
https://travelstorys.com/tours/battenkill-inspired-back-story


Warren County Historical Society - Dolton is a Trustee of the Society, Chair of the Program Committee, 
and Chair of the Publicity Committee with monthly meetings and activities.

Warren County America 250th Commission - Dolton serves a member.

Warren County Cornell Cooperative Extension - Amanda Franzoni serves on the Board.

LARAC (Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council) - Dolton served as member of review panel for arts 
grants distributions, February. 

New York Heritage Digital Collections - Crandall Public Library Folklife Center is a contributor to this 
website (nyheritage.org) with a link to the Digital Public Library of America. 

Path Through History - The Folklife Center at Crandall Public Library is a participant in this tourism 
promotion through a New York State sponsored website, calendar, and roadside signage 
(www.paththroughhistory.ny.gov).

NYSCA Living Traditions - The Folklife Center is represented on this new digital gateway to New York 
State’s folk arts (http://nytraditions.org).

Museum Association of New York (MANY) - FC membership and addition to online map.

http://nyheritage.org
http://www.paththroughhistory.ny.gov
http://nytraditions.org

